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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-8, 10-19, 21-31, and 32-36 are pending in the application with claims 1, 2, 
10-13, 21-24, 32, and 33 having been amended, claims 9, 20, and 31 having been cancelled, 
and new claims 34-36 added. 

Claims 2, 9, 13, 20, 24, and 31 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter that Applicant regards as the invention. 

According to the Examiner, "These claims are con&sing because they list trifunctional 
components whereas, the independent claims are limited to diisocyanates and saturated diols. 
It isn't understood how trifunctional components can be listed as example of difunctional 
components." 

The independent claims, 1,12, and 23, have now been amended by deletion of 
"saturated diol" and defining the curing agent in terms of the Markush groups of claims 9, 20, 
and 31, respectively. Claims 9, 20, and 31 have been cancelled. Further, claims 2, 13, and 24 
have been amended by deletion of "the triisocyanate of HDI", leaving only diisocyanates being 
referred to in those claims. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection of claims 2, 9, 13, 20, 24, 
and 31 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-33 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu 
in view of Szycher. 
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Wu discloses a golf ball comprising a center, a cover, and, optionally, at least one 
intermediate layer disposed between the center and the cover, wherein at least one of the 
center, the cover, and the at least one intermediate layer is formed with a polyurethane 
composition comprising a reaction product of a prepolymer of at least one polyol and at least 
one polyisocyanate, and a curing agent of at least one diol. 

Szycher discloses rubbery reaction products of an aliphatic organic diisocyanate, a high 
molecular weight polyether polyol (poly tetra methylene ether glycol), a low molecular weight 
glycol chain extender and a poiyhydric alcohol cross-linker, such as trimethylol propane. The 
resulting polymers are said to have improved thromboresistant properties and a long fiexural 
life. Thus, bladders for heart pumps can be formed from these polymers. 

On page 12 of the present application, lines 1-7, it is disclosed that in preparing the 
isocyanate terminated prepolymer, the aliphatic diisocyanate monomer is used in a 
stoichiometric excess in relation to the high molecular weight polyol and the low molecular 
weight diol containing the aromatic moiety. Independent claims 1,12, and 23 have now been 
amended to include the feature that the ratio of NCO from A) to the OH of B) plus C) is in the 
range of from about 1.7:1 equivalents to about 9:1 equivalents and the ratio of B) to C) is 
from about 1,5:1 equivalents to about 20: 1 equivalents. Such a teaching of excess equivalents 
of NCO and of the presence of more high molecular weight polyol than low molecular weight 
diol comprising an aromatic moiety is nowhere disclosed or suggested in the cited art. Wu 
merely discloses in Table 1 in colunm 10 that his "Experimental Formulation" contained 1 
equivalent of MDI - PTMEG prepolymer and 0.95 eguivalent of cross-linker, and that the 
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prepolymer contained about 9%, presumably by weight, of MDI and 91% PTMEG. Szycher 
teaches in the paragraph bridging colunms 4 and S that x, y, and z are any positive integers 
between 1 and 4, thereby giving no indication of any preference. 

Accordingly, it is requested that the rejections of claims 1-33 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Wu in view of Szycher be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this application is now in condition for 
allowance and an early Office Action to that end is earnestly solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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